Jamestown, Virginia Land Grants
2500 acres to Capt. Hugh Bullocke

With this explicit royal endorsement of land patent principles followed under the company and
confirmation of the headright, Governor Harvey modified the wording in the patents and
adopted the following form illustrated in a grant of 2,500 acres to Captain Hugh Bullocke:

To all to whome these prsents. shall come, | Sr. John Harvey Kt. Governr. and Capt. Generll. of
Virginia send greeting in our Lord God Everlasting.

Whereas by letters pattents bearing date the twoe and twentieth of July one thousand six
hundred thirtie fower from the Rt. Honble. the Lords of his Majties. mast Honoble. Privie
Councell their lordshipps did authorize the Governr. and Councell of Virginia to dispose of such
pportions of land to all planters being freemen as they had power to doe before the yeare
1625, whene according to divers orders & constitutions in that case provided and appointed all
devidents of lands any waies due or belonging to any adventurers or planters of what condicon
soever were to bee laid out and assigned unto them according to the severall condicons in the
same menconed.

Now Know Yee therefore that | the said Sr. John Harvey doe, with the consent of the Councell of
State give and graunt unto Capt. Hugh Bullocke and to his heires and assignes for ever by these
prsents

Twoe thousand five hundred and fiftie acres of land, scituate, lying & being from the runn that
falleth downe by the eastern side of a peece of land knowne by the name of the Woodyard and
soe from that runn along the side of the Pocoson (or great Otter pond soe called) northwest
and about the head of the said Otter pond back southeast leaveing the Otter pond in the
middle.

To have and to Hold the said twoe thousand five hundred and fiftie acres of land with his due
share of all mines and minneralls therein conteyned and with all rights and priviledges of
hunting, hawking, fishing and fowling, wth in the prcincts of the same to the sole and pper use
benifitt and behoofe of him the said Capt. Bullocke his heires and assignes for ever.

In as large and ample manner to all intents and purposes as is expressed in the said orders and
constitutions, or by consequence may bee justly collected out of the same or out of his Majties.
letters pattents whereon they are grounded.

Yielding and paying for every fiftie acres of land herein by these presents given and graunted
yearely at the feast of St. Michaell the Archangell [September 29], the fee rent of one shilling to
his Majties. use.



Provided always that [if] the said Capt. Hugh Bullock, his heires or assignes shall not plant or
seate or cause to bee planted on the said twoe thousand five hundred & fiftie acres of land wth
in the time and terms of three yeares now next ensuing the date hereof, that then it shall and
may bee lawfull for any adventurer or planter to make choice and seate upon the same.

Given at James Citty under my hand and sealed with the seale of the colony the twelfth day of
March one thousand six hundred thirtie fower [0.5.] & in the tenth year of our Soveraigne Lord
King Charles &c.

Henry Dawkes and Richard Atkinson - 1608

From the scant records that survive, it is evident that promises of land were made to individuals
who were willing to hazard the dangers of the new country. From a bill of adventure that goes
back to 1608, the nature of the promise of land is revealed in the agreement between Henry
Dawkes and Richard Atkinson, clerk of the Virginia Company. Fortunately the bill of adventure
of 1608 was recorded with the patent by Governor John Harvey in 1632 to William Dawkes, son
and heir of Henry Dawkes. The commitments in the bill of adventure were as follows:

Whereas Henry Dawkes now bound on the intended voyage to Virginia hath paid, in ready
money, to Sr. Thomas Smith Kt. treasurer for Virginia the some of twelve pounds tenn shillings
for his adventure in the voyage to Virginia.

It is agreed that for the same the said Henry Dawkes his heires, executors, admrs. and assignes
shall have rateably according to his adventure his full pte. of all such lands tenemts and
hereditamts. as shall from time to time bee there planted and inhabited, and of all such mines
and minneralls of gould, silver, and other mettalls or treasures, pearles, pretious stoanes or any
kinds of wares or merchandize, comodities or pfitts. whatsoever, which shal bee obtained or
gotten in the said voyage, according to the portion of money by him imployed to that use, In as
large and ample manner as any other adventurer therein shall receave for the like some.

Written this fowerteenth of July one thousand six hundred and eight.
Richard Atkinson
[Clerk of the Virginia Company].

The third type of grant involved new adventurers whose major purpose in buying stock in the
company was to organize a particular plantation. lllustrative of this category was the plantation
of Christopher Lawne, who transported 100 settlers in 1619 to Warrosquoik and established
Lawne's Hundred. During the following year the hundred was dissolved and thereafter called
Isle of Wight Plantation.

Beginning with the election of Sir Edwin Sandys as treasurer in 1619 and including the next four



years, there were forty-four grants made for particular plantations; and the company declared
six others to have been made prior to this time under Sir Thomas Smith. All of the projected
plantations, however, were never located; and few were settled to the extent planned by the
company. Historical records are scarce for these projects and this paucity of material has left
much of the story incomplete. It is certain that the following additional plantations were
actually established in Virginia: Archer's Hope on the James River, Bargrave's Settlement,
Bennett's Welcome, Society of Truelove's Plantation, Persey's or Flowerdieu Hundred, and
Berkeley Town or Hundred. For the last of these, Berkeley Hundred, there is an extensive set
of records in the Smyth of Nibley Papers that gives considerable insight into the organization
and activities of the adventurers under the leadership of Richard Berkeley, George Thorpe,
William Throckmorton, and John Smyth of Nibley.

By the Governr and Capt: Generll: of Virginia
To all to whome these prsents shall come greeting in our Lord God Everlasting.

Know Yee that | sr Francis Wyatt Kt, Governr and Capt: Generall of Virginia, by vertue of the
great charter of orders and lawes concluded on and dated at London in a generall quarter court
the eighteenth day of November one thousand six hundred and eighteene by the treasurer
Counseil and company of adventurers for the first southerne colony of Virginia, according to the
authority graunted them from his Matie under his great seale, the said charter being directed to
the Governr and Counseil of State here resident, and by the rules of justice, equity & reason,
doe wth the approbation and consent of the same Counseil who are joyned in commission with
mee, give and graunt unto Mr. Thomas Hothersall of Paspehay gent., and to his heires and
assignes for ever, for his first generll: devident, to bee augumented and doubled by the said
company to him and his said heires and assignes when hee or they shall once sufficiently have
planted and peopled the same.

Two hundred acres of land scituate and being at Blunt Point, confining on the east the land of
Cornelius May, on the south upon the great river, on the north upon the maine land and on the
west runing towards a small creek one hundred rod (at sixteene foote and a half the rod);

Fifty acres whereof is his owne psonall right and fifty acres is the psonall right of Frances
Hothersall his wife, the other hundred acres in consideration of his transportacon of twoe of his
children out of England at his owne cost & charges, Viz: Richard Hothersall and Mary
Hothersall,

To Have and to Hold the said twoe hundred acres of land with all and singular the apptennces,
and with his due share of all mines & minneralls therein conteyned, and wth all rights and
privileges of hunting, hawking and fowling and others within the prcincts and upon the borders
of the said land, To the only pper use benifitt and behoofe of the said Thomas Hothersall, his



heires and assignes for ever,

In as large and ample manner to all intents and purposes as is specified in the said great charter
or by consequences may justly bee collected out of the same, or out of his Ma'ties letters
patents whereon it is grounded.

Yeilding and paying to the treasurer and company and to their successors for ever, yearely at
the feast of St. Michael the Archangell [September 29], for every fifty acres, the fee rent of one
shilling.

In witness whereof | have to these presents sett my hand and the great seale of the colony,
given at James Citty the six and twentieth day of January one thousand six hundred twenty one
[0.s.] and in the yeares of the raigne, of our Soveraigne Lord, James by the Grace of God King of
England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of the faith &c., Vizt: of England, France and
Ireland the nineteenth and of Scotland the five and fiftieth, and in the fifteenth yeare of this
plantacon.

in 1628 Thomas Graies obtained a patent as a dividend for his subscription of twenty-five
pounds sterling; in 1636 Captain John Hobson was issued a patent covering a bill of adventure
that went back to 1621; and on another occasion the land dividend due a deceased father was
awarded to his son.

Granting of land was again used on a large scale for the establishment of forts after the Indian
massacre of 1644. By order of the Assembly in 1645 blockhouses or forts were established at
strategic points: Fort Charles at the falls of the James River, Fort Royal at Pamunkey, Fort James
on the ridge of Chickahominy on the north side of the James, and in the next year Fort Henry at
the falls of the Appomattox River. The maintenance of these forts involved considerable
expense, more than the officials of the colony wished to drain from the public treasury.
Therefore, they decided to grant the forts with adjoining lands to individuals who would accept
the responsibility of their upkeep as well as the maintenance of an adequate force for defense.
Fort Henry, located at present-day Petersburg, was granted to Captain Abraham Wood with
600 acres of land plus all houses, edifices, boats, and ammunition belonging to the fort. Wood
was required to maintain and keep ten persons continuously at the fort for three years. During
this time he was exempted from all public taxes for himself and the ten persons. Upon similar
terms Lieutenant Thomas Rolfe, son of Pocahontas and John Rolfe, received Fort James and
400 acres of land; Captain Roger Marshall, Fort Royal and 600 acres. Since there was no arable
land adjoining Fort Charles at present-day Richmond, other inducements were made for its
maintenance. These forts served as the first line of defense against possible attacks by the
natives. Being the center of the varied activities of the frontier, they also were the starting point
for expeditions against the Indians and became the center of trade for the outlying regions.

The separate provision for the area went back to the days of exile in France of Charles II
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following the execution of Charles | in 1649. As a reward to those cavaliers who had been
faithful to the Stuart regime, Charles II exercised his royal prerogative by making a grant of the
portions of tidewater Virginia that were not seated. In the year of the execution the Northern
Neck was granted to the following seven supporters of the King: Lord John Culpeper, Lord
Ralph Horton, Lord Henry Jermyn, Sir John Berkeley, Sir William Morton, Sir Dudley Wyatt,
and Thomas Culpeper. Efforts of the representatives of this group were frustrated in Virginia by
the suspension of royal government, and therefore the proprietary charter was ineffective for a
time. It had, however, been recorded in chancery in 1649 and was revived after the restoration
of Charles Il to the throne. In 1662 and again in 1663 Charles Il ordered the Governor and
Council of Virginia to assist the proprietors in "settling the plantations and receiving the rents
and profits thereof." But portions of the area had been seated since 1645, and legal
obstructions were brought forth by Virginia planters and the Council to defeat the efforts of the
proprietors.

Source: Mother Earth Land Grants in Virginia 1607-1699 by Author: W, Stitt Robinson, Jr.



